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Acute Care Sites
Post Fall Assessment & Management
Algorithm

Patient Falls or is Found on the Floor
Call for help
Note position of patient and surrounding environment
DO NOT MOVE PATIENT

Immediate Assessment
Airway, Breathing, Circulation and Vital Signs
Level of Consciousness
Pain, numbness, headache, back, leg hip pain, decreased sen-
sation
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No Injury | | Apparent/Suspected Minor Injury
(skin tear, bruising, distal fracture:
finger, toe)

A

Apparent/Suspected Major Injury
(requires medical intervention
i.e. head injury, fracture)
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Acute Care Sites

Post Fall Assessment & Management

Algorithm

No Injury

Apparent/Suspected
Minor Injury

Apparent/Suspected
Major Injury

Take
vital signs

Take vital Signs
Attend to injuries
before or after recovery
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Call code 25 or Code Blue

If head injury suspected:
-take vital signs and neuro checks

If fracture suspected:
- stabilize and immobilize
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Take
vital signs

|

Take vital Signs
Attend to
injuries

betore or after

'

If head injury suspected:
take vital signs and neuro
checks

If fracture suspected:
- stabilize and immobilize
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Determine patient’s ability to assist
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Independent/supervised

assist *
Provide chair for
independent recovery if able
(with min. lift guidelines)

Total Assist *

If assistance required
recover using Hover Jack
with 3 sliders and 2 or
more staff, OR
Mechanical total lift (floor
or ceiling)

Order of Priority *

Cardiac Arrest — activate ERP, initiate CPR on the floor,

and wait for Code Blue Team
Spinal Injury:
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If Hover Jack Available —use with 3 sliders, extension

straps and spinal board

If Spinal board only available: Use 2 sliders, spinal board,

6 or more staff to lift
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Independent/
supervised

Total Assist Order of
Priority *
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Notify:
Resident or attending physician
Program Team Manager/ Supervisor
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Document
IPN & Occurrence Report
Site specific documentation
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Follow-Up
Post-Fall Huddle to discuss and
debrief
On-going monitoring of status
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